
 

Bentonville / Bella Vista 

      “It’s in the News!” 
Westside Eagle Observer 

Northside Elementary receives donation from local Altrusa group 

 
 
DECATUR -- A local nonprofit group was at Northside Elementary on April 19 to give a monetary 
donation and other items to the students at the school. 
 

Altrusa International of Bentonville-Bella Vista visited the school to drop off a $500 check, as well as 
blankets, hats, coats and water bottles for the students at Northside. 
On hand to make the presentation were Connie Brown, president of the local Altrusa chapter, Gay 
Kiker, Karen Robbins, Gail Cowdin and Karen McCauley, who presented the check to Allyson Carter 
(library media specialist), Cary Stamps (school principal) and Steve Watkins (superintendent). 
The Bentonville-Bella Vista chapter is part of Altrusa International's District Eight which covers 
Arkansas, Kansas, Oklahoma and Missouri. 
"Altrusa is a network of clubs that each serve their communities. Our clubs are free to determine their 
own service projects and fundraising efforts, tailored to local needs. The members of our clubs, known 
as Altrusans, are energetic, service-minded people of all ages and ethnicities. Most of us are women, 
as Altrusa was founded in 1917 as a women's organization, but we have welcomed men to our 
membership for over a decade" (www.altrusa.org). 
After the check and clothing presentation, McCauley talked about the mission of the Bentonville-Bella 
Vista chapter and the services the group offers to Northside students. 
"Our particular Altrusa International organization has children's literacy as a focus," McCauley said. 
"That is why we come out to Decatur Elementary once a month when we can and have a book shop or 
a free book giveaway to all of the children here. The book shop is set up to where they bring one book 
from home and get to take two." 
Westside Eagle Observer/MIKE ECKELS As Gail Cowdin (left) looks on Karen McCauley presents a 
check to Allyson Carter, Library Media Specialist, and Cary Stamps, Northside principal during a 
ceremony at Northside Elementary in Decatur April 20. Altrusa International of Bentonvllle-Bella Vista 
presented not only the monetary donation but also coats and reusable water bottles as well. 
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